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TUNSTALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer’s  Report, 

For  the  Year  ending  December,  1897. 


To  the  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Sixth  Annual 
Report.  I  regret  that  the  facts  and  figures  at  my  disposal 
do  not  permit  me  to  report  that  any  very  decided  improve¬ 
ment  has  taken  place  in  the  conditions  of  health  and 
mortality  of  the  township  during  the  past  year. 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  census  of  1891  the  population  of 
Tunstall  numbered  15,750  ;  calculating  the  rate  of  increase 
to  be  in  the  same  ratio  as  in  the  ten  years  1881-91,  the 
population  in  the  middle  of  1897  would  amount  to  16,658. 
The  area  of  the  township  is  831  acres,  giving  an  average 
of  20  persons  per  acre. 


BIRTHS. 

665  births  have  been  registered  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  356  are  male  births,  and  309  female  births,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  39*9  per  1000  living. 
Compared  with  the  year  1896,  the  births  are  67  less,  and 
the  rate  of  increase  less  by  4/4  per  1000.  In  addition,  I 
find  that  the  births  of  47  still-born  children  have  been 
notified  to  the  Registrar  at  the  Cemetery.  The  largest 
monthly  registration  of  births  occurred  in  March,  when  72 
births  were  registered. 
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DEATHS. 

349  deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these  193  were  males,  and  156  females,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  20*95  Per  1000  of 
the  estimated  population.  This  death  rate  is  practically 
the  same  as  that  recorded  for  1896,  the  difference  being 
merely  fractional.  The  rates  for  the  preceding  five  years 
were  as  follows  : — 
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INFANTILE 

MORTALITY 

is  again,  I 

regret  to  say, 

in  a  pitiable  condition 

occupies  one-half  the  total  number  of  deaths.  It  is  also 
very  discouraging  to  report  a  very  considerable  increase  in 
the  record,  when  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

156  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  and  45 
at  ages  between  one  and  five  years.  The  infant  mortality 
under  one  year  is  in  the  proportion  of  234  per  1000  births 
registered,  and  is  40  per  1000  more  than  that  recorded  for 
the  preceding  year. 

An  epidemic  of  summer  Diarrhoea,  proving  particularly 
fatal  to  young  children,  which  occurred  in  August  and 
September,  and  an  increased  number  of  deaths  from  prema¬ 
ture  birth,  will  account  to  some  extent  for  the  high  rate 
above  stated. 

I  fear  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  much  improvement  in  the 
infantile  death  rate  till  children  among  the  lower  classes 
are  reared  with  more  intelligent  care  for  their  feeding,  and 
greater  regard  for  the  cleanliness  ot  their  surroundings, 
than  is  at  present  displayed. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  42  deaths.  Of  these  28  have  been  attributed 
to  Convulsions  in  young  children,  and  in  many  cases  are  the 
results  of  improper  feeding,  careless  nursing,  or  teething. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

have  caused  57  deaths,  chiefly  at  the  extreme  ages  of  life, 
and  during  the  time  of  the  year  when  seasonal  influences 
are  mostly  felt. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  50  deaths.  Of  these  Phthisis  has  been  assigned 
to  22,  being  one  less  than  was  recorded  for  the  two  preced¬ 
ing  years.  This  is  a  disease  largely  dependent  upon  known 
and  remediable  conditions,  such  as  over-crowding  and 
uncleanliness  in  living  rooms,  working  in  hot  rooms  charged 
with  mineral  or  organic  materials. 

In  proportion  as  our  persons,  our  homes,  our  surround¬ 
ings  and  the  air  we  breathe  are  cleared  of  filth  and  dirt, 
in  that  proportion  shall  we  be  rid  of  this  and  a  host  of 
preventible  diseases. 

57  deaths  have  been  registered  under  ill-defined  causes, 
such  as  Marasmus,  Congenital  Debility,  Inanition,  and  as 
the  mortality  under  this  heading  has  been  almost  entirely 
among  young  children,  it  indicates  a  want  of  stamina  in 
many  of  the  parents,  as  well  as  defects  in  the  surroundings 
of  the  children. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

46  deaths  have  been  caused  by  these  diseases — 18  Mias¬ 
matic,  4  Puerperal  Septicaemia,  and  24  Diarrhoeal, — and  are 
in  the  proportion  of  2*7  per  1000  as  compared  with  37 
deaths,  and  a  rate  of  2  ‘2  per  1000  for  the  previous  year. 

Diarrhoea  claimed  the  largest  number  of  victims,  and  was 
fatal  chiefly  among  very  young  children. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  have  been  fewer  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  notwithstanding  an  increased  number 
of  cases  notified. 

In  view  of  the  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Longton,  a  circular  was  addressed 
to  the  managers  of  all  the  schools  in  the  town,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  precautions  being  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading  in  the  town.  So  far,  very  few  cases  have  been 
notified,  and  only  two  deaths  have  been  registered  during 
the  year. 
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VACCINATION. 

341  children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  an  entire 
absence  of  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  during  the  year. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

The  contractor  continues  to  give  satisfaction  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  the 
above.  Water  closets  to  the  number  ot  40  have  been 
substituted  for  the  old  cesspits.  The  bulk  of  the  water 
closets  are  constructed  for  hand  flushing  with  waste  water. 
This  may  be  an  improvement  upon  the  cesspits,  but  is  not 
by  any  means  a  satisfactory  substitute. 

BACK  ENTRIES. 

The  paving  of  the  back  entries  mentioned  in  previous 
reports  has  not  yet  been  accomplished.  As,  however,  the 
matter  has  been  taken  in  hand,  we  hope  to  see  the  work 
accomplished  in  the  present  year.  I  should  like  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  defective  and  insanitary  condition  of 
many  of  the  yards  of  the  houses  situated  in  the  streets 
whose  back  entries  are  about  to  be  paved.  Many  of  the 
slopstones  are  without  any  pipe  leading  to  the  gully  outside, 
consequently  there  is  considerable  offensive  soakage  in  the 
walls  of  the  back  kitchens.  This  condition  of  things  must 
be  at  once  attended  to. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  regret  that  the  negotations  with  regard  to  the  new 
sewage  scheme  have  not  yet  been  completed,  consequently 
the  work  is  still  in  abeyance. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shews  the  cases  of  Infectious  sickness 
notified  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlatina 

107 

Diphtheria 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

16 

Continued  Fever 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

Erysipelas  .  . 

15 
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Only  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  three  cases  of 
Typhoid  were  removed  to  the  hospital.  There  is  still 
considerable  prejudice  against  having  the  cases  treated  at 
the  Infectious  Hospital.  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  break 
down  this  feeling  in  the  future,  and  if  necessary  will  put  in 
force  the  means  at  my  disposal  to  more  effectually  isolate 
the  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Every  precaution,  as  far 
as  practicable,  in  the  homes  of  the  patients  has  been 
adopted  to  prevent  spreading  of  these  diseases. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Wm.  PARTINGTON. 


Deaths  Registered  from  all  Causes  during  the  Year  1897 
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SUMMARY.  "°-°t 

Deaths 

I. — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  18 

2.  Diarrhoeal  ...  ..  ...  ...  24 

3.  Malarial 

4.  Zoogenous 

5.  Venereal 

6.  Septic  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

III.  — Dietic  Diseases. 

IV.  — Constitutional  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  50 

V. —  Developmental  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  36 

VI.  — Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  42 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  21 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  57 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  ..  25 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use  ... 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ...  ...  6 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

{a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 

{f>).  Diseases  of  Parturition  ...  ...  3 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

VII. — Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  •••  3 

2.  Homicide  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

3.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Execution 

VIII. — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  ...  •••  57 


349 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the 
year  1897  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstall. 
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/'Foul  Conditions 
|  Structural  Defects 

I  Overcrowding  ...  ...  by  request 

(.Unfit  for  Habitation  ...  ,,  ,, 

Lodging-houses  (Inspected  by  Police) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  ...  about 
Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  about 

Canal  Boats  visited’  and  inspected 
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vations 

made. 
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Ashpits  and  Privies  [  Ni„ht  Soi,  t" 


House 

Drainage 


Night  Soil, 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

^  ,  |  Privies  to  Water  Closets  ... 

!  Opened,  &c. 

Defective  Traps — Drains  opened  &  re-trapped 

by  notice  &  otherwise 

No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults  ...  ...  ...  about 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  \ 

Pigsties  removed 
Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 
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Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  fumigated 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  o^flhfected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  heading. 


(Signed),  SAME.  MOSS,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Date,  nth  Jan.,  1898. 
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